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News
AIA Announces Film Challenge Winners
Four short documentary films have been chosen as
the winners of the AIA Film Challenge 2021.
Judges selected POP Courts!—by filmmaker Brodie
Kerst and Lamar Johnson Collaborative—as this
year’s Grand Prize winner. POP Courts! provides
much-needed outdoor amenity space in the heart
of Chicago’s Austin neighborhood. The film will
receive a $5,000 cash award as well as other prizes.
This year’s runner up is Listen. by filmmaker Francisco Lopez de Arenosa. The film presents the
restorative efforts made to Chicago’s Big Marsh Park aimed at setting the park on a new course, where
industry, nature, and culture can safely coexist, including the Ford Calumet Environmental Center –
designed by Valerio Dewalt Train - at the park’s entrance. The film will receive a $3,000 prize.
Two Pieces of Plywood, by filmmaker Kevin Moravec, is the third-place winner. This film shares the story
of one campaign: Curbside Notary in Kansas City, Missouri. Designed and built by Hufft Architects, two
simple pieces of plywood were used to create portable notary stations for voting locations during the
2020 general election. The film will receive a $2,000 prize.
The People’s Choice Award—A Jewel in Appalachia—by filmmaker Alex Michl—shows us the renovated
Lawrence County Public Library in Louisa, Kentucky, designed by OPN Architects. The library is now a
jewel in the community – a place where a love for learning is on display, showing residents that they
deserve to aspire for better. The film received nearly 10,000 votes from the public during the voting
period, which closed Oct. 3, and will receive a $2,000 prize.
Visit AIAFilmChallenge.org to learn more about this year’s winners, and to watch dozens of short films
produced in 2021, which creatively feature architecture and the built environment.

AIA Delaware Annual Meeting & Member Roundtable
Wednesday, December 8, 2021 | 12:00-noon
AIA Delaware will hold its annual meeting with the Board of Directors and the general membership on
Wednesday, December 8th starting at 12:00-noon.
All members are invited and encouraged to attend and participate in the meeting and roundtable.
At this meeting, Directors for the 2022-2023 term will be elected.
Candidates for 2022-2023 Directors
Amanda Bouwer, AIA
Patrick Fugeman, AIA
Toomas Idnurm, Associate AIA

Rob Rollins, AIA
Member Roundtable
Following the meeting, there will be an open forum for member comments and discussion around the
state of practice today

RSVP now

Advocacy
A Message to World Leaders Ahead of COP26
With the UN Climate Change Conference (COP26) set to begin, AIA is stepping up its
calls for action. AIA 2021 President Peter Exley, FAIA, and Architecture 2030 CEO
Edward Mazria, FAIA, authored the following op-ed, which appeared in The Hill.
Devastating wildfires and brutal heat waves. Expanding drought. Disastrous storms
and deadly flooding. Billions of dollars of damage and heartbreaking stories of lost
lives and destroyed businesses and homes. Climate change is upon us, and the
impacts we are witnessing and experiencing this year are but a harbinger of what’s to come in the years
ahead if we collectively fail to act.
Despite the very real and present impacts of climate change, far too many world leaders continue to
effectively sit on the sidelines. Collectively, at a moment when bold action is needed, global leaders have
yet to mount a response commensurate with the challenge even as the window for action closes.
Buildings are the largest source of the world’s carbon emissions globally, accounting for approximately 40
percent of total emissions due to the energy used for heating, cooling, lighting, appliances and building
construction. When you add the embodied carbon of building interiors, systems and associated
infrastructure, that percentage is substantially higher.
Continue reading "On climate change, it's time to lead" in The Hill
Exley has also penned a letter to members of Congress, all climate and energy staffers on the Hill (in
both chambers), and committee and personal staff detailing AIA’s position and action on climate change
and the urgent need to address vulnerabilities in the built environment. Read the letter.
Watch the COP26 Communiqué Call to Action

Take Action: Buildings Are Infrastructure
Contact your member of Congress today
As the negotiations on the infrastructure package evolve, AIA is urging members of Congress to include
investment for public buildings—including hospitals, schools, civic centers, and affordable housing—in any
congressional infrastructure package.
Contact your member of Congress today >

AIA calls on Congress to address student loan debt forgiveness
The American Institute of Architects is working with members of Congress to help shape student loan
debt relief and to create additional pathways to the architecture profession.
“In order to increase equity in the profession and to break down barriers of entry, it’s essential that
Congress do more to reduce the student loan debt burden on our younger generations,” said AIA 2021
President Peter Exley, FAIA. “The high costs of education, especially as the profession requires study
beyond a four-year college degree, coupled with the financial strain that can be caused by the licensure
process, are real deterrents to many considering a career in the profession. AIA is committed to working
with all members of Congress to find solutions that will reduce the student loan debt burden, which will
also allow us to attract greater diversity and talent to the profession.”
Currently, AIA is working with members of Congress to help shape potential pathways for student loan
debt relief, including service-based loan forgiveness in the newly proposed Civilian Climate Corps. AIA is

teaming up with the American Bar Association to stress that high student loan debt is an equity issue,
deterring students from considering the professions. During a meeting on Sept. 21, Exley and AIA
EVP/Chief Executive Officer Robert Ivy, FAIA, met with Rep. Jim Clyburn (D-SC) to inform on how
student loan debt is negatively impacting the architecture profession.
“AIA stands ready to work with Congressman Clyburn on a path forward for service-based loan
forgiveness programs, so that architecture students who want to use their design education to better
their communities are financially able to do so,” said Ivy.
AIA has also supported the bipartisan Retirement Parity in Student Loans Act (H.R. 2917) , which would
allow employers to count an employee’s student loan repayments the same as contributions to retirement
for the purposes of an employee match. This means that those graduates who cannot afford to save for
retirement while paying down their student loans will still be able to start accruing some retirement
savings.
Visit AIA’s website to learn more about its advocacy efforts.

Programs and Events
A 2021 Snapshot: Challenges, Trends and Advancements in Wood Design &
Construction | Online Wood Design Symposium
November 4 | 12:00pm – 4:15pm ET
Expanding options for mass timber and light wood-frame construction are
helping to shape the future of the built environment, creating opportunities
for (among other things), greater sustainability, reduced embodied carbon
and market differentiation. Join us for this half-day symposium to hear
about the latest trends, design solutions and innovative projects.
Learn what’s relevant to you. Choose from two tracks focused on
innovative light wood-frame and mass timber projects, design and
construction.
Light wood-frame continues to be the system of choice for many
developers.
We’ll cover:
Practical detailing solutions for energy efficiency, fire resistance and noise control
The work of ambitious developers who are pushing the possibilities for taller projects
We’ll also examine what’s new in mass timber design, including:
The growing use of hybrid systems and how advancements in test data and code provisions have
eased designing for fire-resistance and lateral loading
Increased emphasis on sustainability and embodied carbon among developers, and why some are
optimistic about mass timber’s use in a range of project typologies, including high-rise
Symposium Highlight
Penn State's College of Engineering is one of
the projects featured in the Mass Timber
Hybrid Projects presentation.
Image: Penn State's College of Engineering
West 2 Building (credit Payette)
November 4 | 12:00pm – 4:15pm ET
Earn 3.5 AIA HSW LUs, 3.5 PDH credits or
0.35 ICC credits.
Cost: $50
Learn more / Register

AIA Delaware Lunchtime Continuing Education
Ceiling Systems for High Performing Schools
The informed specification of ceiling systems can

contribute to high speech intelligibility, minimal
noise, a naturally lit environment, and good air
quality. This leads to better behavior and an
enhanced learning process. This course
demonstrates the importance of ceiling systems to
a high-performing school, and therefore to the
development of high-performing students, and to
the wellbeing of educators and administrators. To
improve the performance of schools and students,
look up. It could be as simple as that.
CE Credits
1 AIA LU|HSW, 1 GCBI CE, 1 IDCEC, 1 OAA, 1 AIBC, 1 AAA
You must attend the entire session to receive continuing education credit.
Date
Wednesday, November 10th, 12:00 - 1:00 PM, live webinar
Cost
$0 Registration required.
Presented by Rockfon Ceilings
Nicole Doyle, CSI, IIDA PA, Architectural Sales Manager PA, NJ, DE

Register

Career Growth on Your Terms for Women in Design
Tuesday, November 16, 21 | 3 - 4:5 pm EDT
COVID-19 has changed architecture, firms, work-life, and us. From
massive realignments of our priorities, new challenges in balancing
childcare with work, to uncertainty in our job landscapes, this has
been a time for many of refiguring, rethinking, and finding new
ways forward.
Join us for two new sessions which will focus specifically on the
career options of mid-career women in architecture. Though these sessions can stand alone, together
they will enrich your knowledge base and help you plan how to get ahead in a way that works for your
specific situation and unique skills and interests. We have designed these two sessions in collaboration
with Architecture Recruiter, Nancy Horne and Career Coach and Designer, Mia Scharphie.
In Seeking a Mid-Career Change or New Path? gain knowledge and strategies from recruiter Nancy
Horne, as you sit on the other side of the hiring desk and see what a recruiter sees so you can present
your best self. Mia Scharphie will moderate, question, and share your questions with our expert, Nancy.
In Career Growth on Your Terms for Women in Design , the seats switch and Mia is the expert Career
Coach. She will help you create your own blueprint for success as Nancy moderates, questions, and
shares your questions. Both webinars will be engaging and interactive. Actionable materials will be shared
to translate the information you have heard and start revving up the career that you want and deserve!
Learn more / Register >

Working Across Housing Typologies
December 15 at 12pm ET | 1 LU | $25 member / $40 non-member
Architects, whether working with a private client on a custom, single family
residence or with developers on multi-family projects, face many similar
challenges. The costs of land, labor and materials overlaid with regulations
does not often pencil out, resulting in a lack of mid-priced and mid-scaled
housing. However, more and more architects are striving to create a variety
of housing opportunities including multi-family, workforce development and missing middle housing to
complement their portfolios of affordable and market rate-housing.
Join Custom Residential Architects Network (CRAN) for this session to learn about innovative models of
practice and projects that are diversifying the housing market, what single-family and multi-family
housing can learn from each other, and how firms are structuring their practices to tackle an array of
housing typologies and mission-driven work.

Learn more / Register

Career Opportunities
Local Opportunities

AIA Career Center

Architectural Alliance
Becker Morgan Group
Fearn-Clendaniel Architects
Tevebaugh Architecture
more...

5 Strategies
Reference Checking
Resume Writing & LinkedIn
Coaching
more...

Join AIA
Join AIA
Designing a better world together
AIA is a community, and much more. More than 94,000 strong, we are the largest,
most influential network of architecture professionals. Our members share your
passion for architecture and your desire to change the world through the power of
design.
AIA is here to support your career, enhance your practice, and advance the
architecture profession. As a member, you're connected to exclusive resources along
with opportunities to drive real, transformative change. Together, we're tackling this generation's most
urgent issues, from climate action to inequities in the built environment.
There is strength in numbers, and AIA is better with you. Join us and let's work together to design a
zero-carbon, equitable, resilient, just, and healthier world for everyone.
Join for 2022 and get the rest of 2021 for free. Join AIA today

Member Info
Call for Volunteer for State Representative to the
AIA Small Firm Exchange (SFx)
Initial State Rep Positions begin January 2022
The Small Firm Exchange (SFx) annual call for volunteers is open until
October 31. We are looking for volunteers who want to be a catalyst for
change and positively impact the architecture profession. Given the
dissolution of AIA regions, we are developing a network of state
representatives to serve as liaisons —delivering small firm resources to
chapters and sharing your state’s small firm concerns with AIA national. Are
you a connector?
Apply today (applications being accepted for 2 additional weeks) >

Client Selection: Number One Professional Liability Risk
As the nation’s most experienced insurer of architecture firms,
the Victor and CNA program has the largest base of claims to
inform architecture firms of their greatest professional liability
exposures and methods to keep those exposures from
generating claims.
For architectural firms, clients are the source of most claims, and they often influence third-party claims
as well—so it's important to be aware of your firm's rights.

Find out more >

New Website

The AIA Trust website has been refreshed with a new look and organization that will make it even easier
for AIA members to find the benefits and resources that they need in their practices, no matter where
they are in their careers.
Check it out >

NCARB ARE Update
How to nd your local PSI test center & what to expect regarding testing
locations.
Ready to nd out where your new test center will be once the Architect
Registration Examination® (ARE® ) migrates to PSI? You can now view
an initial list of locations that will offer the ARE.

As you view this list, please keep in mind:
Not all test centers are run by PSI. PSI collaborates with a network of independently operated test
centers providing you more testing opportunities—this is why conducting an online search for PSI test
centers may not show you all available options. All test centers that offer the ARE meet NCARB and PSI’s
onsite exam delivery standards.
Most jurisdictions have more test centers with PSI than with Prometric. All but two U.S. states and
territories will have equal to or more locations than are currently available. Candidates will continue to
have the ability to test online with PSI.
NCARB and PSI are still adding new test centers. This list is provided as an early resource to help you
begin to understand the location of test centers that will be available when delivery of the ARE migrates
to PSI. Specic locations are subject to change as additional locations become available or specic
locations within cities relocate.
Once NCARB migrates to PSI, you’ll be able to search for local test centers that offer the ARE when
scheduling an exam. To ensure that you always have the most up-o-date information, the PDF list of test
centers will not be available after the migration, and the information on any downloaded versions of the
PDF list will be considered out-of-date.
International delivery will continue in all countries where the ARE is currently delivered. NCARB is
committed to maintaining access to the ARE for candidates pursuing careers abroad. PSI will have test
center locations that support ARE delivery in all countries where candidates are currently taking the ARE.
International candidates will continue to have the option to test online with PSI.

News from our Members

Becker Morgan Group Honored for a State of Delaware First
The annual Governor’s Agricultural and Urban Conservation Awards
recognized Becker Morgan Group for innovation on the Kenton Dollar General
project, which features the first Submerged Gravel Wetland in Delaware.
Through this cost effective design, the Becker Morgan Group team – led by J.
Michael Riemann, P.E. Principal, and Jonathan Street, Civil Designer –
overcame challenging site conditions posed by the high groundwater table
and environmentally sensitive areas surrounding the location. Riemann
comments, “We are pleased our solution contributes to conservation in our
local community and caring for our state’s watersheds.”

Urban Conservation Award recipients are honored each year for demonstrating originality and
outstanding community service. In partnership with Delaware Natural Resources and Environmental
Control (DNREC), the Kent Conservation District hopes their approval of the Submerged Gravel Wetland
will encourage its use on other sites where traditional stormwater management practices aren’t feasible.
Becker Morgan Group provides Architecture & Engineering Services with offices in Delaware, Maryland,
and North Carolina. Their staff of 100+ serves clients in the land development, education, healthcare,
public safety, hospitality, residential, commercial, library, and government practice areas. For more
information, visit www.beckermorgan.com.

Internships Abound at Becker Morgan Group
Remaining steadfast in their commitment to
provide professional architectural and engineering
internship opportunities, Becker Morgan Group
welcomed six interns to their Delaware and
Maryland offices for the summer of 2021. “We are
proud to support local students and institutions to
provide real-world experiences and training”, said
Principal Brad A. Hastings, AIA, LEED AP. “Our
architecture, civil engineering, and interior design
interns provide invaluable assistance to the Becker
Morgan Group team, while gaining experience in
their chosen career paths.”
The firm welcomed Heather Chidel back to their Newark, DE office for a second summer. Heather is
getting ready to enter her final year at the University of Delaware studying Civil Engineering. Also joining
the Newark office as a civil engineering intern was Josh Relin . Josh is pursuing a Bachelor of Civil
Engineering from the University of Delaware as well and is a member of the Sigma Phi Delta Professional
Engineering Fraternity.

Becker Morgan Group’s Salisbury, MD office hosted four summer interns. Ryan Danaher joined the civil
engineering team, gaining useful hands-on experience as he prepares to enter his senior year at the
University of Maryland studying Civil and Environmental Engineering. President of the Interior Design
Society Student Chapter at Radford University, McKenna Davies is also entering her senior year of study,
majoring in Interior Design with a Minor in Entrepreneurship. Noelle Dennis and Gabriella Morelli provided
support to the architectural team. Noelle will be a rising junior at the University of Maryland, pursuing
Minors in Sustainability and Real Estate Development in addition to her Architecture Degree. A Delmar
native, Gabbi is pursuing her Bachelor’s in Architecture from Mississippi State University.
Established in 1983, Becker Morgan Group is a leader in architecture, engineering, surveying, land
planning, and interior design in the Mid-Atlantic and Southeast regions of the United States. The fullservice design firm delivers award-winning work in education, healthcare, public safety, hospitality,
commercial, government, residential, and land development. Learn more at www.beckermorgan.com.

News from our Partners
Where advanced technology meets design versatility….TimberTech
At TimberTech ®, we believe in creating deck boards and other
outdoor living products that mimic the natural look of real wood but
without all the pitfalls. As our name implies, we use technology to
engineer environmentally friendly, long-lasting, and aestheticallypleasing decking products. Our goal: to help you build ideal outdoor living spaces for your home by
producing the most realistic and durable PVC and composite decking materials on the market. We don’t
settle for good enough, and we believe you should never have to settle for just another deck. So, let’s
get to the good stuff ― here’s what our advanced technology means for you.
Natural-Looking Designs
The tech behind TimberTech® means you won’t have to sacrifice beauty when you go with our PVC or
composite materials. Our proprietary color-cascading technology delivers the most realistic wood look
with natural color blending. There are so many subtle nuances to TimberTech Decking thanks to a wide
range of multi-tonal options and wood grain patterns. The good news? You don’t have to choose just
one.

Durable, Long-Lasting Materials
With TimberTech®, you get the full aesthetic experience of wood without the laborious, costly, and
constant upkeep required of lumber. Our one-of-a-kind capped polymer material and protective cap
technology offer unbeatable protection from the elements to safeguard your deck boards from mold,
mildew, and moisture damage. Enjoy lasting, beautiful decking, all backed by industry-leading
warranties.
Livable Decking Products
With TimberTech® decks, you won’t have to worry about the little ones scratching up your deck or the

elements fading away the color. We offer a variety of boards with our Alloy Armour Technology®
engineered to resist stains, scratches and fading. And, our TimberTech AZEK® boards stay up to 30
degrees cooler* than competitive composite products – so go ahead, kick off your shoes and enjoy your
deck to the fullest.
Easy Installation
From color-matched fasteners to hidden stainless steel clips, TimberTech® offers a wide variety of
fastening systems that secure your deck, so you enjoy thoughtful attention to safety and style for years
to come. And our TimberTech® AZEK boards are 30 percent lighter than the competition’s composite
decking, which lightens the load on your back and your wallet.

Sustainable Outdoor Living Space
At TimberTech®, we are sustainable to the core – literally. Our capped composite decking boards use up
to 80% recycled material (remember our Full Circle Program that we discussed in last month’s issue?),
while our capped polymer boards use up to 54% recycled PVC – with most materials falling into the hardto-recycle category. In 2019, we diverted roughly 290 million pounds of waste and scrap from ending up
in landfills. And, thanks to homeowners choosing our boards over wood, we have saved more than 1
million trees since 2015. Some folks call it sustainability. We call it doing the right thing.
To learn how the versatility, design, and options that TimberTech® deck (and rail) can bring and
enhance your next project, please contact:
Sharon Moore,
Delmarva Peninsula Territory Manager
(302) 233-5358 or Sharon.Moore@azekco.com

Visit and Get to Know our Partners

Learn more about partnering
with AIA Delaware and
connecting with our members.

News from our Allied Members

Wohlsen Welcomes Delaware Valley Project Executive
Wohlsen is pleased to welcome Mark Grunza to the team. Mark
joined Wohlsen in August as a Project Executive in the Delaware
Valley region. In this role, he will be responsible for improving
the vision of project leaders, driving job planning, providing
education to the project leaders on critical and strategic decision making and fostering client retention.
Mark brings extensive knowledge and experience to Wohlsen. Throughout his 29 years in the construction
industry, he has grown from a Carpenter to a Project Executive and has completed work on several
notable projects including PSU Brandywine Campus, the Arch Diocese of Philadelphia- PJP2 High School,
Appoquinimink School District- Lorewood Grove Elementary, and Goldey-Beacom College Facility
Expansion & Master Plan.
Mark earned a bachelor degree from Wilmington College where he graduated Cum
Lade with a degree in Business Management. Mark also holds an associate degree
from Delaware Technical & Community College in Construction Management and
Industrial Engineering. Mark is Green Advantage Certified, has taken part of the FMI
Project Manager Academy, is a member of the Delaware Contractors’ Association
and is a Committee Advisor for Delaware Technical & Community College AET/CMT.
In his free time, Mark enjoys fishing and cultivating his vegetable garden. Mark has
two children and has been married for over 23 years.
Wohlsen Construction Company, founded in 1890, provides construction
management, general contracting and design/build services to clients throughout the Mid-Atlantic and
Northeast Regions. As a leading merit-shop firm, Wohlsen provides construction services in the senior
living, education, healthcare and commercial markets, and maintains offices in Wilmington, DE;
Lancaster, Harrisburg and Berwyn, PA; Parsippany, NJ; Baltimore, MD; Hamden, CT; and Vienna, VA.

The Westover Companies - 901 Market Street Tower Renovation
Wohlsen Construction’s Delaware Valley team is
excited to be working at 901 Market St. Tower in
Wilmington, DE.
This unique, transformational project will convert
floors 2 – 14 from office space into multi-family
apartments and feature new commercial and retail
space on the first floor, all in the heart of the
central business district of downtown Wilmington.
Wohlsen is honored to be working with The
Westover Companies which have developed quality
living, shopping, and office spaces since 1965. Our
project team includes Dever Architects, Baker
Ingram & Associates, BSEG, and Blake & Vaughan.
Wohlsen Construction is an award-winning construction management firm with offices throughout the
Mid-Atlantic and Northeast Regions. With over 130 years of experience under our hard hat, we partner
with owners and design professionals to build high-quality, functional projects. Our customized services
run the gamut, from preconstruction and construction project management, to design/build construction
and post-construction services. Our core markets include senior living, healthcare and higher education,
but our experience spans far beyond that into many other industries.

WoodWorks Just Released: U.S. Mass Timber Construction Manual
Manual Fills Information Gaps, Helps Contractors Bill & Install Projects
We’re excited to announce the release of our new
U.S. Mass Timber Construction Manual! With so
many developers and design teams pursuing mass
timber, there is a critical need for practical training
and education to help general contractors
successfully bid and complete projects.
This manual is intended to give contractors and
installers a framework for the planning,

procurement, and management of these projects –
and provide a bridge from their experience with
other systems.
We thank the many companies and individuals who
contributed to this project. They’re too numerous to
list here, so go download the manual (it’s free) and
see who they are.

Download: U.S. Mass Timber Construction Manual

Industry Updates: Across the Map
As the counterpart to the U.S. Mass Timber Construction Manual featured
above, WoodWorks has planned a major expansion of our installer training
program. Programs are in development with training centers in New York
City, Denver, the Carolinas, Nashville, Atlanta, Dallas, Houston, and San
Francisco, and WoodWorks is seeking to partner with other entities. Are
you interested in learning more about university construction management
and installer training partnerships? Contact Brandon Brooks at
brandon.brooks@woodworks.org.
WoodWorks and Think Wood, with KL&A Engineers and Builders and
Adolfson & Peterson, recently published a life cycle assessment (LCA) case
study on Denver's innovative Platte Fifteen. The study combines the LCA with cost estimates of the
building to better understand the embodied carbon and economic implications of choosing mass timber,
steel, or concrete structural systems. Download the LCA.

Thank you to our Allied Members & Supporters
Arch Resources LLC
Baker, Ingram & Associates
Blake & Vaughan Engineering
County Group Companies
DEDC, LLC
Delaware Brick Company
DiSabatino Construction Company
Duffield Associates, Inc.
Electronic Home Solutions (EHS)
Karins & Associates
Landmark Science & Engineering
MacIntosh Engineering
Multivision - NEW MEMBER!
Parker Block Company
RCI Printing & Graphics
SC&A Construction

Marvin
Tighe & Cottrell, P.A.
Traditional Building Conference
Union Wholesale Company (UWC)
Wohlsen Construction Company
WoodWorks Wood Products Council

Allied Membership signifies you share a common goal to build a better world for all people and is
designed to enhance and strengthen relationships among design and building industry professionals.
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